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Learning is Humanity’s Greatest 
Renewable Resource  
In a world changing faster than ever, both the way we learn and what we learn are 
evolving. Artificial intelligence is at the heart of this shift, transforming how we 
acquire knowledge and reshaping the nature of education. 

As skills become outdated more quickly, education’s role is expanding. It’s no longer 
just about transferring knowledge; it’s about helping people stay agile and curious 
as the world transforms. Higher education plays a key role in supporting students to 
adapt, stay engaged, and continue growing throughout their lives. This challenge is 
not in the distant future; it’s happening now. 

At the 2025 Global EdTech Summit, experts highlighted AI’s potential to make 
education more accessible, personalize learning, and partner with both students 
and educators. It’s an exciting opportunity to rethink how we approach learning. 

Unlocking this potential requires a collective effort - across education, business, 
and society. By working together, we can ensure learners everywhere develop the 
skills, resilience, and responsibility they need to thrive in an AI-driven world. Drawing 
from the Summit, this report offers practical insights for educators who want to use 
AI thoughtfully to empower learning, inspire growth, and nurture a world that never 
stops learning. 

If you use AI to teleport to an answer, you impede learning and 
weaken critical thinking. But if you use AI to map thousands 
of learning objectives—to truly understand where someone 
is on their learning journey and personalize pathways to 
their skills, knowledge, and motivations—then you develop 
neuroplasticity and can demonstrate higher efficacy, stronger 
cognitive outcomes, and enable human success at scale. 
 
Omar Abbosh
Chief Executive Officer, Pearson
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The Outlook on AI in Education    
Leading the way in AI adoption.   
Across sectors, AI is reimagining processes, productivity, and potential. Education 
is at the center of this evolution, exploring how frontier technologies can enhance 
learning experiences, extend access, and empower both students and educators to 
engage more deeply with knowledge.  

Microsoft’s recent AI in Education Report found that AI use among both students 
and educators has increased significantly in the last year, by 26 and 21 percentage 
points, respectively. Across the sector, 86% of education institutions now report 
using generative AI — the highest rate of any industry.1  

1   2025 AI in Education: A Microsoft Special Report

https://cdn-dynmedia-1.microsoft.com/is/content/microsoftcorp/microsoft/bade/documents/products-and-services/en-us/education/2025-Microsoft-AI-in-Education-Report.pdf
https://cdn-dynmedia-1.microsoft.com/is/content/microsoftcorp/microsoft/bade/documents/products-and-services/en-us/education/2025-Microsoft-AI-in-Education-Report.pdf
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The Trust Gap 
Despite widespread adoption, questions remain about how to use AI  
most effectively.  

More than four in five faculty members worry that students may become overly 
dependent on AI tools for quick answers, according to the Digital Education Council 
(DEC)’s Global AI Faculty Survey. It’s a sentiment echoed by more than half of 
students​ who ​expressed concern that overreliance on AI will negatively impact their 
academic performance and decrease the value of the teaching they receive.2 

This trust gap won’t be bridged by wider adoption alone, but by the quality of the 
tools used and how they’re applied to support enduring, meaningful learning. 

55%

27%

12%3%3%

1
Strongly
Disagree

2
Disagree

3
Neutral

4
Agree

5
Strongly

Agree

0%

20%

40%

60%
of faculty are worried about 
students becoming overly 
dependent on AI tools.  
More than half of them 
(55%) identified this issue 
as a significant concern.

82%
Concerned about students becoming  
too reliant on AI, % of respondents
Question: I am concerned about the following  
regarding AI integration into teaching:

•	 Students becoming too reliant on AI

2   Digital Education Council Global AI Student Survey 2024

https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/digital-education-council-global-ai-faculty-survey
https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/digital-education-council-global-ai-faculty-survey
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​Pedagogy First 
Not all AI is created equal. General-purpose models offer rapid answers or surface-
level coaching, but to support the growing emphasis on “learning to learn,” students 
need systems that scaffold understanding and engage the cognitive processes 
behind curiosity, reflection, and long-term retention.

The best AI tools for education are based on teaching principles and learning 
science, helping students solve problems now while building confidence for the 
future. 
  
AI’s true potential lies not just in adopting new tools but in thoughtfully integrating 
them into teaching. It can personalize learning, provide instant feedback, and 
turn assessment into an ongoing conversation that deepens understanding and 
curiosity. 
  
When educators and AI work together, the result is not replacement, but 
enhancement, reaching more learners and nurturing a lifelong love of learning.

We see this conversation no longer about resistance, 
but as a discussion about designing for learning 
integrity and how we can truly prepare students for 
a future in which they are expected to work with AI 
responsibly and effectively.

Dr. Muireann Hendriksen
Principal Research Scientist, Pearson
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Preparing the AI Generation
The next generation of learners will graduate into a world that looks very different 
from the one they entered, one where AI proficiency is a baseline expectation 
for new graduates entering the workforce.3  With one in two students feeling 
unprepared for an AI-enabled workplace,4 preparing them for that future requires 
more than teaching today’s technologies — it demands building the capacity to 
adapt, question, and keep learning.

AI literacy sits at the heart of that mission. It is not just about understanding how AI 
works but how to use it responsibly, creatively, and critically. Two-thirds of faculty 
now identify AI and digital literacy as teaching priorities, second only to  
critical thinking.5

These are not competing goals but complementary ones. The true promise of 
education lies in uniting technological fluency with human insight, curiosity, and 
empathy. Together, these skills form the foundation for lifelong learning and 
success in a world where change is the only constant. 
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Student AI workplace readiness
Question: To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the following statement:

•	 I feel prepared for a future workforce 
that heavily utilizes AI

of students do not feel adequately 
prepared for an AI-enabled workplace

48%

3   Digital Education Council AI in the Workplace 2025 Report
4   Digital Education Council Global AI Student Survey 2024
5   Digital Education Council Global AI Faculty Survey 2025

https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/ai-in-the-workplace-2025
https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/digital-education-council-global-ai-student-survey-2024
https://www.digitaleducationcouncil.com/post/digital-education-council-global-ai-faculty-survey
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Your AI Teaching Toolkit: Creative 
Prompts for Modern Classrooms

Written by Jessica Bernards
Educator and Curriculum Consultant

Student achievement flourishes when educators maintain balance, 
purpose, and professional fulfillment. Use the guidance below to 
model AI integrity for students and save valuable prep time. 

AI won’t replace great educators. Rather, it empowers us to teach with more 
creativity and presence. With widespread student use of AI tools and growing 
instructor integration, the question isn’t “if” but “how” to use them purposefully. This 
toolkit helps you teach critical thinking about AI, protect academic integrity, and 
reclaim time for what truly matters: connection and impact.



� 9

Academic Integrity: Set the Norms, Teach the “Why” 
Start the term by clearly sharing your expectations around AI use. Here’s a simple 
approach:

Be specific in your syllabus. 
Clearly outline when AI tools are allowed and when they’re not. I use a helpful 
guide from Tufts’ Center for the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching called 
“Developing Syllabus Statements for AI.” 

Explain the purpose behind your rules. 
Remind students that learning happens when their brains are challenged—a 
process called neuroplasticity. Relying on AI to do the hard thinking means 
missing out on the real benefit: growing their brain.  

Create a shared checklist: AI as a tutor vs. AI as a shortcut.  
Work together to create a checklist that helps students determine if their AI 
use supports learning or shortcuts it. Co-creating this encourages thoughtful 
reflection on habits and values.

‘Pause & Reflect’ Self-Check:  
Did you generate the core ideas yourself? Can you 
thoughtfully explain each step? Did you cite any AI assistance? 

Checklist example 

AI as a tutor (supports learning)   
Enhances learning through clear concept explanations, interactive “quiz 
me” practice, adaptive study plans, and tailored feedback. 

AI as a shortcut (misuse)  
Using AI to complete assignments or fabricate sources undermines 
learning instead of genuinely supporting it.
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Teaching AI Literacy: Bias, Accuracy,  
and Critical Thinking 
Let students know that while AI can do impressive things, it’s just copying patterns—
it doesn’t truly understand what it’s saying. It can sound authoritative but gets things 
wrong or shows bias. That’s why it’s important to double-check what it tells us and 
think critically about the information. 

The Bias Detective Activity: Ask students to use AI to describe their cultural 
background or hometown. Then, have them look closely at what the AI got right, 
what it missed, and any parts that felt off or biased. Discuss together: Whose point 
of view is being shown? What seems inaccurate or overly confident? This helps 
students learn to spot bias and stay in control when using AI tools.

Teach students to always ask:   

Have I checked this using credible,  
fact-based sources?  

How might AI have shaped or distorted 
the way the information is presented?  

Whose perspectives are included, and 
which ones are left out?  

If I take a step back, does this output 
actually make sense?  

Goal  
Shift students from 
“AI said it, so it must 
be true” to “AI said it - 
now let’s verify.”
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Student-Facing Prompts that Build  
Authentic Learning 
Help students use AI as a smart, thoughtful learning partner with clear guidelines: 

Make it make sense:  
“Explain concept X like I’m eight years old, with a real-life example.”  

Language support:  
“Explain concept Y in [insert language].”  

Quiz me:  
“Create a quiz that gets progressively more difficult and explain the answers.”  

Reflect & rebuild:  
“Check my answer, highlight what’s wrong, explain the correct concept, and 
guide me to improve my reasoning.”

Perspective shifter:  
“Argue the opposite view on this topic and help me spot what I might  
be missing.” 
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Lesson planner:  
“I’m teaching [topic] to [grade 
level]. Design a [x]-minute lesson 
using the Universal Design for 
Learning framework, with hands-on, 
collaborative activities that spark 
curiosity, enquiry and participation.”

Teacher Prompts: Let AI Handle the Busy  
Work, But Not the Thinking
Use these prompts to streamline your prep:

Adaptive designer: 
“Adapt this lesson to support a range 
of learners. Include tiered supports, 
enrichment options, and scaffolds for 
different readiness and ability levels.” 

Reflection builder: 
“Create thoughtful reflection 
prompts that help students connect 
new learning to existing knowledge, 
their personal experiences, and how 
they might use it in the future.”

Extension explorer: 
“Recommend meaningful enrichment 
or extension tasks for students who 
are ready for more - something that 
deepens their understanding and 
encourages creative thinking.” 

Pro tip 
Ask AI to remix old worksheets into escape rooms, 
scavenger hunts, or station mazes. What took hours 
now takes minutes - and instantly boosts engagement 
for students. 
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Communication
As educators, we often have to manage time-consuming requests such as 
recommendation letters, grade questions, schedule changes, personal challenges, 
and more.  

AI can be a helpful tool for writing more efficiently while remaining thoughtful and 
professional. It can assist with refining tone, improving clarity, or drafting sensitive 
emails to students, parents, or administrators. For example, you might paste a 
draft email and ask, “Can you make this sound empathetic yet firm, while clearly 
explaining my late policy and encouraging accountability?” AI can help you fine-
tune your message while staying true to your professional voice and intent.

Pro tip 
Always remove identifying details or sensitive data 
before sharing text with AI to protect student privacy 
and confidentiality.

AI won’t replace the magic of teaching, but it can help you focus on what matters 
most: building relationships and inspiring growth. By cutting busy work, you can 
emphasize creativity, connection, and deeper learning. Start small by teaching a 
learning-focused AI prompt like “Quiz Me,” creating an interactive lesson, refining 
a rubric, and updating your syllabus to clarify the responsible use of AI. Keep 
experimenting and remember we are all learners at heart, always growing, adapting, 
and refining our teaching practice. 



Closing Thoughts  
AI’s potential in education won’t be realized through adoption alone—it requires 
thoughtful design, informed decisions, and a strong focus on pedagogy. Educators 
and institutions who move beyond the hype to integrate AI meaningfully are shaping 
the future of education. 

The 2025 Global EdTech Summit and this report outline a clear path forward: 
choosing the right tools, embedding AI literacy, and preserving the human touch in 
teaching. These actionable strategies are already being implemented by educators 
who see AI as a tool for learning, not a replacement. 

The work ahead is challenging but achievable. It calls for experimentation, 
collaboration, and a willingness to adapt as we learn what works. Institutions must 
invest in infrastructure and training, while students should be partners in shaping 
their own learning experiences. Trust in AI will grow as it nurtures real understanding 
and prepares learners to use it thoughtfully. 

Start where you are. Clarify your syllabus, introduce critical thinking, build AI-friendly 
assessments, and share insights with colleagues. Each small step, multiplied across 
classrooms, creates momentum toward a generation ready not only to navigate an 
AI-driven world, but to help build one that never stops learning. 

Continue the conversation

The upcoming Future of Assessment report will explore how AI is redefining 
what, how, and why we assess new possibilities for fairer, more authentic 
measures of learning. To stay in the loop with the latest blogs, webinars, and 
publications, visit us at Pearson.com 

We believe that combining the power of technology with the science of 
learning helps every student realize their potential. From AI literacy modules to 
24/7 AI tutors, we bring that vision to life with tools and resources that empower 
educators to do more of what they love and students to love their journey. 
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https://www.pearson.com/en-gb/higher-education/insights-and-events.html


Empower Students to
Love Their Journey
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